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,3. IN RESPONDING TO QUESTION POSED PARA 3. REFTEL 4. 

MISSION HOPES TO CLARIFY ROLES THAT MIGHT BE PERFORMED 
•*3y UNHCR AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES (VOLAGS) IN ASSISTING 

AFGHAN REFUGEES. THE INFORMATION REPORTED BY PARA 5. 
•**EFTEL 8 IN THIS REGARD IS SOMEWHAT MISLEADING. 

* 3. IN GENERAL TERMS THE ROLE OF UNHCR IS TO PROTECT THE 
RIGHTS OF A REFUGEE IN A COUNTRY OF FIRST OR TEMPORARY 
'fSYLUM; THE ROLE OF THE VOLAGS IS TO ASSIST WITH RESETTLE- 
MENT BY PREPARING CASES FOR IMMIGRATION SERVICE PROCESSING 
AND. WHERE NECESSARY. BY LOCATING A SPONSOR. THE VOLAGS 
DO NOT NORMALLY PLAY A ROLE IN ARRANGING THE ENTRY OF 
REFUGEES TO COUNTRIES WHERE INS OFFICES ARE LOCATED. 
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RATHER, THEY PROVIDE ASSISTANCE. INCLUDING CARE AND 
MAINTENANCE IN SOME INSTANCES. TO REFUGEES WHO ARRIVE 
BY THEIR OWN MEANS. 

4. THE ANSWER TO KARACHI'S QUESTION IS. THEREFORE. THAT 
AN INDIVIDUAL AFGHAN REFUGEE MAKING HIS WAY TO GERMANY 
SHOULD REGISTER FOR ASSISTANCE WITH THE VOLUNTARY AGENCY 
OF HIS CHOICE (E.G. WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. INTER- 
NATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE OR THE CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION. 
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RAPHAELS WERK). IF HE IS REFUSED FOR CE BY INS. THE 
VOLAG WILL THEN HELP HIM TO APPLY FOR RESETTLEMENT TN 
CANADA, AUSTRALIA. ETC. 

5 UNHCR CAN ASSIST REFUGEES IN REACHING COUNTRIES WHERE 
INS PROCESSES CE CASES. BUT IT CAN ONLY DO SO WITH THE 
AGREEMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED (I.E. AUSTRIA. BELGIUM. 
FRANCE. GERMANY. GREECE. HONG KONG AND ITALY}. A UNHCR 
TRAVEL DOCUMENT OR ONE ISSUED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) IS NOT SUFFICIENT; THE 
REFUGEE MUST ALSO OBTAIN A VISA FOR THE COUNTRY IN 
QUESTION. BEFORE ISSUING A VISA. THE PROCESSING COUNTRIES 

•JEOUIRE A GUARANTEE OF RESETTLEMENT. SOMETHING WHICH 

•NEITHER THE UNHCR NOR THE USG CAN GIVE. 



C IN PRACTICAL TERMS. UNHCR TELLS US THAT IT HAS BEEN 
ABLE TO OBTAIN ENTRY VISAS FOR INDIVIDUAL CASES FOR 
"sREECE Am ITALY (PRINCIPALLY FOR EAST EUROPEANS AND A FEW 
ETHIOPIANS). UNHCR MAS BEEN FRUSTRATED BY INABILITY TO 

•assist afghan refugees ano continues to reccv.veno ins toy 
brocessing in islamabad as optimal solution. 
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